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UFI (“Unique Formula Identifier”) – New regulation coming up 

 

Dear Sir / Madam 

 

Poison centers play an important role in ensuring the safe use of chemicals and formulating 

preventive and curative measures in case of poisoning incidents. They provide medical advice to 

general consumers and physicians on health emergencies, arising from exposure to hazardous 

chemicals or to other toxic agents. 

 

On average, poison centres in the EU answer 600’000 calls for support each year. Roughly, half 

of the calls are related to accidental exposures involving children. Under Article 45 of the CLP 

Regulation, economic operators placing certain hazardous mixtures on the market have to provide 

information to national appointed bodies. The information is needed by the poison centres. A new 

website has been implemented by the European Chemicals Agency, in order to facilitate the 

implementation of new regulations on harmonized information by companies, appointed bodies 

and poison centres.  

 

The legal background can be found in CLP Article 45(4):  as per 20 January 2012 the Commission 

shall carry out a review to assess the possibility of harmonizing the information referred to in 

paragraph 1, including establishing a format for the submission of information by importers and 

downstream users to appointed bodies. 
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Furthermore, in the commission Regulation (EU) 2017/542 on harmonized information relating to 

emergency health response/CLP Annex VIII is stated: 

• Obligation for importers and downstream users placing hazardous mixtures on the market 

to notify national appointed bodies 

• Phased deadlines by 1 January 

o 2020 for consumer use 

o 2021 for professional use 

o 2024 for industrial use 

o 2025 for products having already been submitted before the three deadlines 

above (marks end of transition period) 

 

Practically this means, that all mixtures classified as hazardous for human health or physical hazard 

have to be equipped with a UFI (“Unique Formula Identifier”). The UFI is a unique code, which is 

integrated in the SDS and has to be printed on the label of the product. It will create an 

unambiguous link between a mixture placed on the market and the information on that specific 

mixture submitted to poison centres, so that the chemical formulation of the product can be 

precisely and rapidly identified. A precise identification is necessary to provide appropriate 

curative measures in the case of an emergency call. This requirement applies throughout the 

European Economic Area, which comprises 28 Member States of the EU and Norway, Iceland and 

Liechtenstein. 

In Switzerland the Chemicals Ordinance (Chemikalienverordnung (ChemV)) was changed. The UFI 

must be on the packaging for hazardous products that are sold to the private public. The transition 

period is until 2021. UFI will be part of the product registration as well. For professional/industrial 

use it is still in discussion. 

 

SAP BCS will, on behalf of Würth, assume responsibility for the generation of the UFI-Code for any 

Würth-branded item and also make sure that all relevant information is passed on to ECHA. 

Currently SAP BCS is evaluating which Würth products will fall under the new CLP Annex VIII and 

also if they are classified as Consumer or Professional Use within the respective country. This is very 

important since the deadline for consumer use items is set an earlier date than the one for 

professional use. Items, which have already been registered on a local level in the past, have to be 

equipped with a UFI as soon as there is a relevant change in classification of the product, but by 1 

January 2025 at the latest. All new items have to be equipped with a UFI in accordance as per 

2020 or 2021, depending on its defined use. 
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As soon as SAP BCS has gotten a UFI code from ECHA, the code will then be transmitted to Würth. 

Würth will then make sure that the code is placed on the labels and that these are submitted to you 

as a supplier. It is our goal not to have to scrap any labels while introducing the UFI and we will do 

our utmost to coordinate the project accordingly. Your support and cooperation is highly 

appreciated.  

 

 

If you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at any time.  

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Würth International AG 

 

 

Pia Ahlgren   Andrea Lämmler 

Head of Product Compliance Services Product Compliance Services 

 

 


